SECT. X1IL

THE EFFECTS OF THIS SYSTEM ON THE KNOWLEDGE
AND VIRTUE Gi- THE PEOPLE.

Calcutta* Jan. 1798*

THE pernicious conlequences rcfulting from the Hin-
doo fyftem to morals, have been as yet but partly ex-
plained. Of the ceremonies of their religion fome
are fhewy, many abfurd, and not a few indecent.
Their temples, in fome places, are richly endowed,
and maintain a numerous body of priefts * and wo-
men confecrated to their fervice. The latter are taught
to fmg and dance at the public feftivals, in honour
of the gods. The voluptuous indolence in which
they are deftined to fpend their lives, renders them
totally ufelefs to fociety; while the indecency of their
geftures, and levity of manners, give room to fufpe&
that they injure it by their example; and that their

fer-

One temple in" the Deca*! Formerly maintained forty
thotifaiwl; or more thai* double the number contained in the
whole European empire of Great-Britain.